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You are being sent this email because you are a member, friend or associate of
ScrapAntics. If you do not wish to receive our quarterly newsletters please unsubscribe at
the bottom of the page :)

Hello and welcome to our first ever ScrapNewsletter - a round up of
everything we've been up to this year so far!
From our ScrapStore happenings, creative workshops and community projects to Loose Parts
Play and educational programmes.

2021 has been quite a year for ScrapAntics… like everyone we’ve faced challenges and Covid
closures which hasn’t been easy… but we’ve also had more engagement, workshops, Play
sessions and projects than ever before!

We sadly bid farewell to some team members, including Rio and Siobhan (who is still on our
Director’s Board) and also welcomed new core team members Kate, Elaine and Debz plus ScrapStore and Play Worker Craig, Community Engagement Worker Neil and Play Workers
David, Rosie, Morgan, Sam, Kirsten, Becca and Caroline.

We’ve been lucky enough to interact with so many incredible people from the amazing Dundee
community and beyond - strengthening existing partnerships and creating new links with lots

of brilliant local organisations
We hope you enjoy reading about what we have been up to!

Reflections
Reflections was a beautiful collaborative project, which took inspiration from local people’s
experiences and stories of the River Tay during lockdown.

We commissioned three artists, Elaine Maher, Rhona Jack and Kate Tweddle, to take poignant
oral history recordings that explored local people’s relationship with the Tay estuary and river,
and create a site-specific response - taking the form of a banner and spoken word piece.
The banner was made from locally sourced materials and fabric from our ScrapStore, and
measured 6.5 metres wide! Its large size and bright colours meant it stood out and could be
seen when it was hung along the side of the Discovery Ship.

The spoken word performance, a series of vignettes woven together to create an evocative piece
celebrating the wonderful River Tay, was accompanied by local photographs sent in by the
public.

Artist Sarah Louise Marshall created a bespoke, illustrated resource for children celebrating the
Tay and its wildlife, in collaboration with Dundee Countryside Rangers. Alison of JistJute was
also commissioned to make framed fabric collages, inspired by the topography and wildlife of
the area, as a thank you for the participants.

To find out which artists were involved, watch the spoken word performance, listen to the oral
history recordings and see more images please visit our website.

Much gratitude to our partners on this project; Dundee Libraries, Dundee Countryside Rangers,
PAMIS and our sponsors Nature Scot.
Photography - David P Scott

Making Home
This project brought together families with children aged between 4 and 12 in a series of weekly
art sessions on zoom, culminating in an online exhibition for Refugee Week 2021.

Families had art packs delivered each week and learnt new creative skills together online such
as magnet making, basket weaving, rock painting, origami and video making.

The project ended by coming together in person to make collages from recycled materials for
Refugee Festival Scotland. Families discussed what home meant to them and then created
imagery and words. Many of the children decided to invent their dream home, and enjoyed
using their imaginations!

To read more about the project and see all the amazing works of art please visit our online
exhibition.

Left: Aya, Jad and Poppy.
Right: artwork by Hannah.

“It was such a great eight weeks, it was nice to meet in person after the zoom sessions. Every
week was different, fun and creative.” - Mel

Collective City
During this project, students of the ‘After Hours’ group from Dundee and Angus College
participated in two workshops, where they created individual watercolour and ink illustrations
expressing their experience of the pandemic.

The illustrations represented the ‘stay at home’ nature of lockdown and the uniqueness of each
person’s experience. These sessions created a safe and creative space for conversation around
lockdown and what different students felt became important to them.
This colourful and engaging artwork visited 9 different locations around Dundee as part of
Green Health Week. Thank you to Jason Grant and Ria Mcleod of Dundee & Angus College,
photographer Aigars Bridins, Tayprint and Dr Viola Marx.

“I enjoyed it because it allowed me to make art in a non pressured way, I could express myself
and show my own experience.” - Fran, student

A particularly big thank you to all the students who got creative and were willing to try new
experiences, and also to our partners on this project.

Loose Parts are recycled resources mostly from the construction industry - such as tyres, pipes,
guttering, wheels, ropes and pallets. Loose Parts Play provides a safe space for children and
families to explore everyday items and use their natural creative instincts and imaginations to
discover new ways to play.
We bring Loose Parts to the community through park sessions and in schools. This year we are
also excited to be providing workshops for Childcare students at Dundee & Angus College.

Playful Communities
Our free, family Loose Parts Play sessions have been in full swing in parks across Dundee on the
first weekend of every month. Families use the sessions as an opportunity to socialise with their
community and encourage their kids to spend more time outdoors.
Many participants feel that ScrapAntics’ presence in the park provides a safe space to interact
and learn, a much valued free activity during the holidays and weekends, and the chance to play
with unconventional materials, promoting imagination.
Why not come and discover a new park and find out what you can create with our recycled

resources?

Expect a warm welcome from our lovely Play team, and lots of entertainment building dens,
castles, spaceships, trains and anything else you can imagine!

Thank you to our partners Play Scotland, funders Inspiring Scotland, local construction
companies who have donated materials and our amazing Play team who are out there creating
fun and connecting communities in all weathers!

“This is my best day ever!” (Child, 9)
"They need this in their lives.” (Mary, Home Start)

Playful Schools
ScrapAntics have been delivering Loose Parts to schools all over Dundee for the last few years,
but our presence in schools is about to grow! This term begins a new timetable of ScrapAntics
Loose Part Play sessions in 14 local schools, supported by Dundee City Council.

Our workshops provide evidence of improved health and wellbeing for children and support

educational attainment through interaction with environment, time spent outdoors, social
interaction, problem solving and communication skills.
We are so excited to work further alongside teachers to promote the benefits of free Play and
really put Play on the map in Dundee!

“O has shown improved attention, reduced aggressive behaviour and an evident increase in
confidence during Loose Parts Play sessions.” - Teacher

Many thanks to Audrey White of Dundee City Council, our Schools Team and of course the
brilliant deliveries crew - who make sure the Loose Parts are where they need to be every term!

Our artist studios, located beside the ScrapStore, are also home to our versatile
and colourful community space. Here are a couple of the events we've had on in
the space recently...

BeFriends Exhibition
The vibrant work in this brilliant exhibition was created by the BeFriends Dundee group. Debz of
How It Felt has been working with the group over the past few months, and the exhibition
showcased the young people’s selected artworks and films.
Thank you to How It Felt for using our space to celebrate these young people, their creative
talents and growth over the last few months.

JuteFest
Our community space also hosted the brilliant JuteFest earlier this year, organised by ArtAntics'
artist Alison of JistJute - alongside a ScrapStore linen sale of some of the beautiful antique
linens we have.
Three local creative businesses - JistJute, Zitozza and Knotty but Nice - sold beautifully made
jute themed wares and demonstrated their techniques - showing us what can be done with
Dundee's favourite textile! Keep your eyes peeled for more JuteFest dates in the new year…

Please get in touch if you are interested in hiring out our community
space or would like a look around!

We are so delighted to have been awarded funding through the European Union and Scottish
Government to deliver a year long programme of events, activities and workshops for the New
Scot, refugee and asylum seeker community in Dundee.
Family Club involves both New Scot and Scottish families, with a focus on outdoor learning,
changing green spaces, sports activities and using creative recycling to support health,
wellbeing and integration.

During our recent Family Club open day we welcomed members of the New Scot community to
let us know what activities and sessions they would like, and to take part in games, an art
workshop and a leaf identification activity with the Countryside Rangers, who are delivering
many outdoor sessions as part of the project.
We are so excited to develop this project with the New Scots themselves, responding to the
communities needs and working together to aid their integration in Dundee.

This project is part funded by the European Union Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund.

Activity Packs
We have been busy bees here at ScrapAntics, creating 1000 kids outdoor activity packs as part
of the Summer of Play for our partners Play Scotland, which contained items such as chalks, wild
flower seeds, balls, frisbees and bubbles. These were given to families across Scotland to help
promote play and outdoor engagement.

We also packed 750 Loose Parts Play bags for Dundee City Council, which were for new primary
one pupils transitioning into school. These packs were full of small Loose Parts, such as natural
ebony counters, beanbags, dice and wooden figures.

Community Nature Mural

Earlier this year we created a nature-inspired community mural with 6 families from Dundee.
Our 3 Scottish and 3 New Scot families met to connect and create together, and we had such a
fun time with them all!
Families painted colourful scenery and lots of amazing animals and characters onto boards, so
the mural can move to different locations. Currently on display in our Wellgate space it will be
visiting Dundee University Student’s Association before finding its forever home at the
Fruitbowls Community Garden in Lochee.

This project was created and delivered by Kate and Elaine of Infinite Sky Murals and Neil our
Community Engagement Worker, in associated with DUSA. A massive thank you to our funders
The National Lottery and to Fruitbowls for the outdoor space.

Our first ever ScrapAntics Member’s Show, held in the Generator space in the Wellgate during
July, was a huge success - with more than 50 pieces of work exhibited and over 360 visitors!

There was a huge range of creativity on display from textiles, jewellery, painting and
photography to stained glass, installation work and spoken word.

We really enjoyed this chance to showcase the incredible talent of our members, but also
connect with so many of the local community and let people know what ScrapAntics get up to
and how to get involved!

Left - Sandy and Kate, artwork by Gavin Sutherland.
Right - Debz, artwork by Sarah Marshall. Photography: Gareth Jennings/DCT Media

We got such amazing feedback on the show, everyone taking part and visiting really enjoyed it
and we plan to make this an annual event due to the positive reception. Watch this space for
next year’s call out and come take part!
Although the whole ScrapAntics community really pulled together to make this happen, special

thanks goes to Kate W, Siobhan and Debz for all their hard work and vision. Much gratitude to
Generator and the Wellgate Centre for having us.

Creative Workshops
We have been out and about delivering fun, creative workshops all across the city this year,
working with lots of local organisations and seeing some incredible creativity from the people of
Dundee! The resources and materials used in our workshops are all made with recycled
materials from our ScrapStore...

Elaine spent time with children from Barnados during the summer holidays, decorating picture
frames, painting stones and making badges. Barnados staff member Alison said, “Elaine was

able to engage children of all ages and abilities… the children love their personalised items and
shared, it was so much fun!”

Debz visited the Wellgate Shopping Centre’s ‘The One Great Day’, chatting to local people
and providing sea themed crafts, in aid of The Archie Foundation and Great Ormond Street
Hospital and Charity.

The Link-Up Men’s Group in Whitfield commissioned us for three art sessions where they made
colourful key-rings and magnets, constructed little robots and figures out of recycled nuts and
bolts and created mosaic tiles to decorate their community garden.
It was great to meet the Link-Up Men’s Group and especially lovely seeing how proud they were
of their finished artworks when they had said they ‘weren’t artistic’… reminding us that
everyone is creative!

If you’re interested in booking a workshop or finding out about the range of
creative activities we offer, please get in touch!

ScrapAntics Wellgate Space
ScrapAntics have been lucky enough to secure a great new space in the Wellgate, on Level 3
beside the library steps, beneath the clock. This huge space is currently used for workshops and
activity days, holding meetings and we also rent it out to local organisations.

A huge thank you to the Wellgate and the great team of staff and security who have been so
welcoming, particularly the fantastic Centre Manager Mo, who has been championing
ScrapAntics and provided so much wonderful support - thanks Mo!

Moby
Dundee City Council commissioned us to create a giant whale for the 2021 United Nations
Climate Change Conference (COP26) held in Glasgow, November 2021. The aim was to raise
awareness of plastic pollution and sustainability by involving local schools.

Our beautiful whale sculpture is over 10 foot long, made almost entirely from recycled materials
and covered in beautiful jellyfish created by 160 local pupils from Rosebank Primary, St Pius RC
Primary, St Mary’s RC Primary and Craigiebarns Primary.

Moby was sculpted by local artist Rio Moore of Kitchimama who also led the project, with
assistance from jeweller Katie New. He had his public debut at the Hubfest event in Slessor
Gardens in September which was also attended by Storm, an awe-inspiring giant puppet created
by VisionMechanics. The experience of them meeting was dramatic and magical!

Moby will be on display at Dundee Science Centre, Dundee & Angus College and Dundee Library
before finding his final home - suspended in the atrium of the Wellgate Shopping Centre. We
hope that by being in these public spaces many more people will be enchanted by Moby,
engaging with his message of sustainability, recycling and the prevention of plastic pollution in
our seas.

Lily Gaughan, 2, loved seeing Moby. Photo: Mhairi Edwards/DCT Media

A huge thank you to Dundee City Council for funding this amazing project, to everyone who
collected and donated plastic, all the pupils and the whole ScrapAntics team for their help.
Please visit our website for links to all the artists, photographers and local businesses involved.
Photography: Lydia Smith

‘Pockets of Imagination & Creativity’
We are currently involved in a new Family Club art project with local Scottish and New Scot
families, decorating pockets and creating nature themed artwork. The imaginations of these
families is so inspiring!

The pockets will become part of a moving exhibition, each pocket filled with a different piece of
the families’ artwork created over the next month. It was the first workshop in our Wellgate
Centre space and the whole group is enjoying making together and getting to know each other.

“Today we made crafting, I like craft. When you put the shape back on the paper it give you what

you design. It was interesting and relaxing.” - Sabria
“Art is my favourite thing in the world, I want to be an artist when I grow up.” - Aziz

This project is funded by the European Union Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund, and the
Scottish Government. Workshops facilitated by Kate and Elaine of Infinite Sky Murals

It’s been a busy year of change and growth for the ScrapStore… with adjustments on the shop
floor, so many new donations and lots of lovely new members.
We have created new social media accounts for the ScrapStore, please give us a like, follow and
share to keep up to date with the latest donations and deals! Just click the icons below to
connect with us.

We have now created our new membership
cards, beautifully designed by Elaine… Next

year the cards will be designed by a different
artist so you can start your very own
collection! If you recently renewed your
membership your colourful card is waiting in
the ScrapStore for your next visit.

Why not come in for a rummage, say hi, and
see what interesting bargains you can find!

Come fill a bag with all your favourite ScrapAntics resources and supplies, whilst supporting
sustainability and recycling in honour of COP26... for only £10!
Art materials, yarns, fabrics, paints and papers, hardware, science equipment, frames, clothing,
homeware, curiosities and much more. Get the best bargains ever by selecting all the items you
want and filling your bag yourself! Bring a bag or bags are provided.
Our Bag Sale includes all of our beautiful antique linens, rummage through and see what
gorgeous patterns, textures and colours you can find.

We are currently looking for new volunteers
to join our team! Our Volunteer Open Day is
on 9th November at 2.30pm.

Maybe you know someone who would be a
perfect fit?

If you are interested in attending or would
like to find out more please get in touch.

ScrapStore Opening Times
Tuesday: 10-2pm
Wednesday: 12-4pm
Thursday: 12-6pm
First Saturday of every month:
10am -1pm

Festive Closing Dates
As usual the ScrapStore will be closed for the holidays, our last open day is Thursday 16th
December and we will reopen again on January 11th with a Swap-Shop extravaganza!
Bring all those Christmas presents you aren’t a fan of and swap them for something you love…
remember one person’s trash is another person’s treasure!

ScrapAntics are excited to invite you to our Winter Gathering!
Come and see in the festive season with the ScrapAntics community, whether you’re an xmas
lover, a bah humbug or a solstice celebrator, everyone is welcome!

Expect snacks, tunes, banter and an evening of warmth and light to remedy the dark, cold
nights of winter. Please expect a more official invite to your email address nearer the time, with
a link to our Facebook event.

Thursday 16th December: 6pm - 9pm
ScrapStore - Unit 2, Meadow Mill, W Henderson's Wynd, Dundee DD1 5BY

Well - that was our jam-packed, first ever ScrapNewsletter!
We hope you enjoyed hearing about what we have been up to, and please watch this space for
our Spring Newsletter.

For up to date information about our activities, events and projects please find us on social
media using the icons below and if you would like to get in touch with a question, comment or
simply to say hey - just get in touch. Please remember we are here for the whole community
and are welcoming and open to everyone.

...to absolutely all of you. Without the brilliant people of Dundee, our members, donators,
followers and friends, ScrapAntics simply couldn’t exist. We are so grateful for all your support
as we grow, evolve and look forward in 2022, but our focus and heart will always be
Community, Education, Recycling and Art.

The team would also like to show deep gratitude for Sandy, our incredible Director - who has
supported, encouraged, inspired and entertained us all throughout the ups and downs of this
crazy and amazing year… Thank you for everything you do for us all Sandy, you really are the
best!

Until next time, look after yourselves and remember…
creative recycling is the way forward! :)

The ScrapAntics Team x
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